Speech at the opening of Plasteel Pty. Ltd. new premises, Elizabeth by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/1538
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Speech at the opening of Plasteel Pty. Ltd. new premises, Elizabeth
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/1538
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
SPEECH BY THE PREM IER , MR. DUNSTAN , AT THE OPENING OF PLA5TEEL PTY. LTD. 
NEW P R E M I S E S , EDWARD5T0WN. 2 8 / 1 0 / 7 1 . 
MR. DUTHY, 
MR. KEATS, 
LAD I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INV ITAT ION TO OPEN TH IS NEW FACTORY. 
P L A S T E E L ' S SUCCESS STORY I S AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THE GROWTH OF A 
SMALL BACKYARD CONCERN, STARTING NINE YEARS AGO WITH JUST THREE PEOPLE, 
INTO A VIGOROUS AND EXPANDING BUS INESS WITH CONSIDERABLE SALES BOTH 
LOCALLY AND OVERSEAS. 
P L A S T E E L ' S PRESSED STEEL PRODUCTS, MAJOR SWITCHBOARDS AND ASSOCIATED 
PRODUCTS HAVE GONE TO INDUSTRY IN ALL " STATES AND A LARGE VOLUME I S 
EXPORTED OVERSEAS, NOTABLY TO F I J I . PLASTEEL HAS CONTRACTED FOR MOST 
^MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND I S CURRENTLY PRODUCING THE 
SWITCHBOARDS FOR THE FEST IVAL HALL. 
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T H I S , BY THE WAY, I S JUST ONE OF THE MANY EXAMPLES OF THE S P I N - O F F 
BENEF ITS FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIAN F IRMS FROM THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO 
^ T H E PERFORMING ARTS AND TOURIST F A C I L I T I E S BUT IT T Y P I F I E S HOW FAR 
THROUGHOUT THE ECONOMY THESE BENEF IT5 PENETRATE. 
I ' V E HAD QUITE A LOT TO SAY IN RECENT WEEKS ABOUT THE SUCCESS OUR 
DEVELOPMENT P O L I C I E S ARE HAVING IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND ABOUT OUR PRESENT 
FORTUNATE POS I T ION IN BE ING ABLE TO ANT IC IPATE CONTINUED EXPANSION AT A 
T IME OF SOME NATIONAL CONCERN. MOST OF THE EXAMPLES I ' V E GIVEN HAVE 
BEEN THOSE WITH WHICH THE HOUSING TRUST OR THE INDUSTR IAL DEVELOPMENT 
BRANCH OF MY DEPARTMENT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. BUT, OF COURSE, THEY 'RE NOT 
THE ONLY ONES. 
P L A S T E E L ' S OWN EXPANSION PROGRAMME HAS GONE AHEAD WITHOUT DRAWING 
ON THE F A C I L I T I E S THE STATE GOVERNMENT CAN PROVIDE AND IT I LLUSTRATES 
THE FACT THAT INDUSTR IAL DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA I S BY NO 
MEANS CONFINED TO THE HOUSING TRUST ESTATES . 
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WE AS A GOVERNMENT ARE VERY PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS NOW FLOWING FROM 
OUR CO-ORDINATED PROGRAMME TO SECURE MORE DEVELOPMENT AND THEREFORE 
MORE JOBS AND GREATER PROSPER ITY . BUT THE PLEASURE WE TAKE IN TH IS 
MUST BE TEMPERED WITH SOME ANXIETY ABOUT THE EFFECT THAT A CONTINUATION 
OF PRESENT FEDERAL ECONOMIC AND F I SCAL P O L I C I E S WOULD HAVE ON OUR 
ECONOMY AND THOSE OF THE OTHER STATES. THE P LA IN FACT I S THAT THESE 
CURRENT COMMONWEALTH P O L I C I E S AREN 'T WORKING. ONE CAN SEE TH I S IN THE 
LOOMING PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT, IN THE R I S I N G COST OF L I V I N G AND, 
EQUALLY IMPORTANTLY, IN THE GENERAL UNEASE OF NUMBERS OF BUS INESSMEN 
THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA 
THE TIME TO RESTORE CONFIDENCE I S NOW. THE WAY TO DO SO I S THROUGH 
ACTION BY THE FEDERAL TREASURER TO STIMULATE DEMAND AND INVESTMENT. 
MERELY TALKING ABOUT IT - OR PRETENDING THAT PROBLEMS AREN 'T THERE IN 
THE HOPE THAT T H E Y ' L L GO AWAY - JUST I S N ' T ENOUGH. AUSTRALIA CANNOT 
AFFORD AN UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL OF 1 2 4 , 0 0 0 - AND THAT ' S THE WAY WE ARE 
HEADING AS EARLY AS NEXT JANUARY. WE CANNOT AFFORD IT S O C I A L L Y . 
WE CANNOT AFFORD IT ECONOMICALLY. 
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THERE I S EVIDENCE THAT THE CURRENT LACK OF BUS INES S CONFIDENCE IN 
FEDERAL ECONOMIC P O L I C I E S AS WELL AS THEIR ABSOLUTE DEFLATIONARY 
EFFECT I S D IRECTLY CONTRIBUTING TO THE PRESENT R I S I N G LEVEL OF P R I C E S . 
BUS INESSMEN WHO FEEL THEY CANNOT LOOK FORWARD TO INCREAS ING SALES AND 
DEMAND FOR THEIR GOODS ARE FAR MORE TEMPTED TO PASS ON COST INCREASES 
RATHER THAN TO SEEK TO ABSORB THEM. 
I B EL I EVE THE EVIDENCE I S P LA IN THAT I N D U S T R I A L I S T S AND BUS INESSMEN 
HAVE CONFIDENCE IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' S CAPACITY FOR DEVELOPMENT. THERE 
SHOULD BE NO DOUBT ABOUT THE PROSPECTS AT A NATIONAL LEVEL . 
S I R , I CONGRATULATE YOUR COMPANY ON THE I N I T I A T I V E AND RESOURCE 
D I SPLAYED IN PLANNING AND BU ILD ING THESE NEW PREM I SE S . I ' M PARTICULARLY 
PLEASED TO NOTE THAT YOU EXPECT THEIR COMPLETION TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A 
FURTHER EXPANSION IN YOUR WORKFORCE. COMPLETION OF TH IS PROJECT I S A 
TRIBUTE TO YOUR OWN ENERGIES AND THOSE OF YOUR EMPLOYEES AND I S OF 
GENERAL BENEF IT TO SOUTH AUSTRAL IA . 
THANK YOU. 
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